former a V amour du vrai et du juste, et mime d la connoissance
de rhomme, si souvent et si mal d propos confondue avec celle
des hommes ; c'est-d-dire, avec la petite experience des in-
trigues mouvantes d'un petit nombre d'individus plus ou moins
accredit^ et des habitudes etroites de leurs petit es coteries. La
connoissance des hommes est d celle de Vhomme ce qu'est Vin-
trigue sociale d Part social.
Of those passions which are or deserve to be the subject
of legal and judicial tragedy, the lawyers necessarily see
most, and for this reason perhaps they think worse of human
nature than any other class of men, except the Roman Cath-
olic Clergy. Physicians, on the contrary, though they see
humanity in its most humiliating state, see it also in the ex-
ercise of its holiest and most painful duties. No other per-
sons witness such deep emotions and such exertions of self-
control. They know what virtues are developed by the evils
which flesh is heir to, what self-devotion, what patience,
what fortitude, what piety, what religious resignation.
Wherefore is it then that physicians have lain under the
reproach of irreligion, who of all men best know how fear-
fully and wonderfully we are made, and who, it might be
thought, would be rendered by the scenes at which they are
continually called upon to assist, of all men the most reli-
gious ? Sir Thomas Browne acknowledges that this was the
general scandal of his profession, and his commentator Sir
Kenelm Digby observes upon the passage, that * Physicians
do commonly hear ill in this behalf/ and that 'it is a com-
mon speech (but/ he parenthesizes, 'only amongst the un-
learned sort) ubi ires medici duo athei.9 Rabelais defines a
Physician to be animal incombustible propter religionem.
'As some mathematicians,' says an old Preacher, 'deal so
much in Jacob's staff that they forget Jacob's ladder, so
some Physicians (God decrease the number !) are so deep
naturalists that they are very shallow Christians. With us,
Grace waits at the heels of Nature, and they dive so deep
into the secrets of philosophy that they never look up to the
mysteries of Divinity.'
Old Adam Littleton, who looked at every thing in its best
light, took a different view of the effect of medical studies,
in his sermon upon St. Luke's day. 'His character of
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